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 We as teachers are accountable for student 
learning, and we have to have a lot of conversations with 
others about what we are doing to help students improve 
their learning. Always keep in mind that education is an 
industry, and many people have invested a lot of money 
and resources into selling ideas about learning styles to 
us. Many professional educators, administrators, and 
parents see learning style models as based on valid and 
reliable research. 

 However, the research based discussion really 
redirects thinking into a more critical path of awareness of 
metacognition – thinking about thinking. Scientific evidence 
shows growth when students are taught to think about their 
own learning process in various disciplines. Aligned with 
brain research, metacognition strategies are designed to 
direct learners into becoming consumers of knowledge 
who are are able to self-regulate and monitor their own 
learning. 

 Teaching children to be metacognitive learners 
requires them to reflect following learning and be able to 
give insight into what they know and what they don’t as well 
as what was confusing and why. True reflection and thinking 
about one’s own thinking often translate to statements such 
as “I learn best when…” that resemble awareness of what 
others might call learning styles. See the next page for 
suggested practices in developing metacognitive learners.  

 Professional conversations and current evaluation tools 

used to measure teacher effectiveness often address a teacher’s 
use of varied learning styles in his or her lesson. However, 
despite the popularity of learning styles in dialogue around 
differentiation and student engagement, the current research 
on the variety of schemas of learning styles available is 
inconclusive at best. Conversely, the deeper one looks into this 
education trend, the more he or she will find cautionary advice 
regarding buying into any one learning style model.  

 Pashler et al. (2009) conclude that current evidence does 
not provide research-based support for integration of learning 
style assessments into general education. Vanderbilt University 
shares this deduction as evidenced by their website (Center	   for	  
Teaching	  .) As Vanderbilt University’s Center for Teaching website 
explains, “Despite the popularity of learning styles and models 
such	   as	   the	   VARK	   it’s	   important	   to	   know	   that	   there	   is	   no	  
evidence	  to	  support	  the	  idea	  that	  matching	  ac2vi2es	  to	  one’s	  
learning	  style	  improves	  learning.”	  	  

How Can We Enhance Learning Opportunities for All Children?  

Teaching s tudents how to think about  
their  own thinking through 

metacogni t ive s t ra tegies,  empowers 
them to bel ieve they CAN LEARN…

Fleming’s VAK/VARK learning style model (click here)

Image from www..ruhr-uni-bochum.de (click here)

http://www.slideshare.net/columnfive/the-value-of-visualization
http://cft.vanderbilt.edu/guides-sub-pages/learning-styles-preferences/
http://www.ruhr-uni-bochum.de/philosophy/epistemicfeelings/Home.html
http://www.ruhr-uni-bochum.de/philosophy/epistemicfeelings/Home.html
http://www.slideshare.net/columnfive/the-value-of-visualization
http://cft.vanderbilt.edu/guides-sub-pages/learning-styles-preferences/


 

I m p o r t a n t  D a t e s  !
Non-academic Pre-reqs 
Due 
Friday, May 1, 2015 
Commencement 
Saturday, May 9, 2015 !
Mandatory Orientation for 
Fall Field Experience 
Thursday, August 20, 2015

Edutopia - Kids Speak on Engagement !
Edutopia - The 8 minutes That Matter Most !
Active Learning: Creating Excitement in the 
Classroom !
Some Active Learning Strategies !
Active Learning to Promote Critical Thinking 

!
Active Learning Techniques !
Inquiry Based classroom !
Metacognition through inquiry circle discussion !
Metacognition: The Gift That Keeps Giving !
Instruction that Sticks: The Boss of my Brain 

John Dewey asserted that we learn more from reflecting on 
our experiences than from the actual experiences themselves.  The 
model to the right (Ambrose et al, 2010) is one way to look at self-
directed learning. As students improve their own metacognition, the 
start (assess, evaluate, and plan) and conclusion (reflect) of a task 
may take more time and involve more learning than the task itself. 
Three ideas to increase reflection for our learners are: !
1. Using “wrappers” in learning 
 Wrappers surround or “wrap” an activity and serve much 
like a learning target and post-assessment of learning. Marsha 
Lovett’s (2008) work on Teaching Metacognition is summarized here. 
Lovett addresses use of lecture wrappers, homework wrappers, and 
exam wrappers (also developed through the Carnegie Mellon 
Eberly Center for Teaching Excellence).  
 Lecture wrappers require the instructor to present tips on 
active listening prior to the start of direct instruction and to have 
students write down three key ideas from the lecture immediately 
following. Students then self-check their key ideas against three key 
ideas provided by the instructor. Please see this link (you will also 
find a link to Lovett’s 2008 presentation on teaching metacognition 
embedded in the page linked above) for Lovett’s ideas on 
Homework Wrappers and Exam Wrappers to build metacognition.  !
2. Having students share “the muddiest point” at the 

conclusion of a lesson (Tanner 2012) 
 Teachers request student response to the question, “What 
was most confusing to me about the material being explored in class 
today?” Students write a response on an index card or exit slip and 
either share aloud or submit to the teacher as formative assessment 
to be addressed when the lesson continues. Requiring this as a 
class activity creates a community of learning where everyone is 
given permission to be confused and need clarification to work 
toward mastery. Additionally, teachers are able to benefit from 
receiving feedback from the class about common misconceptions and 
where the learning needs to move next. Students should be 
encouraged to think about commonality over time in their confusions; 
this can drive their independent learning as well !
3. Modeling “thinking aloud” as a teacher to help students 

develop their own thinking voice 
 In your process as a teacher, talk through how you work on 
a problem or make predictions when you read or conduct an 
experiment. If you are teaching writing, think aloud and model your 
writing process. Help students then to talk about theirs. 

G r e a t  R e a d s
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Ambrose et al (2010) How Learning Works (click here for link)

http://www.edutopia.org/blog/student-engagement-stories-heather-wolpert-gawron
http://www.edutopia.org/blog/8-minutes-that-matter-most-brian-sztabnik
https://www.ydae.purdue.edu/lct/HBCU/documents/Active_Learning_Creating_Excitement_in_the_Classroom.pdf
http://www1.umn.edu/ohr/teachlearn/tutorials/active/strategies/
http://www.farmington.ac.uk/documents/2011_reports/TT259.RRamanujam.pdf
http://www1.umn.edu/ohr/prod/groups/ohr/@pub/@ohr/@ctl/documents/asset/ohr_asset_314707.pdf
http://www.teachhub.com/11-ways-make-inquiry-based-classroom
http://www.edutopia.org/blog/preparing-classroom-culture-deeper-learning-elizabeth-garcia
http://www.edutopia.org/blog/metacognition-gift-that-keeps-giving-donna-wilson-marcus-conyers
http://www.ascd.org/publications/educational-leadership/oct14/vol72/num02/%C2%A3The-Boss-of-My-Brain%C2%A3.aspx
http://serc.carleton.edu/NAGTWorkshops/metacognition/teaching_metacognition.html
http://www.cmu.edu/teaching/designteach/teach/examwrappers/
http://serc.carleton.edu/NAGTWorkshops/metacognition/teaching_metacognition.html
http://www.chapters.indigo.ca/en-ca/home/books/how-learning-works-seven-research/9780470484104-item.html?ikwid=susan%20ambrose&ikwsec=Home&gcs_requestid=0CKD157LjqrYCFU5c5wod3wEAAA&s_campaign=aff-001-2617611-Skimlinks-Ongoing_Site_Indigo%20Redirect_Text-10437934-3662453
http://www.chapters.indigo.ca/en-ca/home/books/how-learning-works-seven-research/9780470484104-item.html?ikwid=susan%20ambrose&ikwsec=Home&gcs_requestid=0CKD157LjqrYCFU5c5wod3wEAAA&s_campaign=aff-001-2617611-Skimlinks-Ongoing_Site_Indigo%20Redirect_Text-10437934-3662453
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https://www.ydae.purdue.edu/lct/HBCU/documents/Active_Learning_Creating_Excitement_in_the_Classroom.pdf
http://www1.umn.edu/ohr/teachlearn/tutorials/active/strategies/
http://www.farmington.ac.uk/documents/2011_reports/TT259.RRamanujam.pdf
http://www1.umn.edu/ohr/prod/groups/ohr/@pub/@ohr/@ctl/documents/asset/ohr_asset_314707.pdf
http://www.teachhub.com/11-ways-make-inquiry-based-classroom
http://www.edutopia.org/blog/preparing-classroom-culture-deeper-learning-elizabeth-garcia
http://www.edutopia.org/blog/metacognition-gift-that-keeps-giving-donna-wilson-marcus-conyers
http://www.ascd.org/publications/educational-leadership/oct14/vol72/num02/%C2%A3The-Boss-of-My-Brain%C2%A3.aspx
http://serc.carleton.edu/NAGTWorkshops/metacognition/teaching_metacognition.html
http://www.cmu.edu/teaching/designteach/teach/examwrappers/
http://serc.carleton.edu/NAGTWorkshops/metacognition/teaching_metacognition.html


 Current brain research on student engagement 
during learning supports the need for students to be 
actively involved in the learning process in order to 
move information from the short term memory into  
the long term memory, thus turning it into knowledge.  
We know that a lesson plan is incomplete if it only 
includes procedures for the teacher and does not show 
learning tasks for the students that are aligned to the 
procedures of the teacher.  
 During direct instruction or in class reading of 
literature or informational text in any subject, students 
often need support to aid their organization of the 
information they are learning. !
 If you haven’t already done so, perform a 
google search for Graphic Organizers and select 
“images.” You should always have students recording 
information when you are delivering direct instruction. 
There are endless formats that you can use. Just 
make sure to align what you select to the task at 
hand! !
 Visit the National Center on Accessible 
Instructional Materials (click here) for more information on 
when to use what type of graphic organizer. 

Activate  Direct Instruction with Graphic 
Organizers and Guided Notes

For Elementary use a fun 
graphic organizer to 
breakdown a difficult or 
multi-step task (click here)

Here is an example 
of a generic graphic 
o rgan i ze r to go 
a l ong w i t h no te 
tak i ng fo r t h i rd 
grade and above 
(click here)

Pictured to the right, 
Cornell Notes are a 
great technique for 
n o t e t a k i n g a n d 
teaching how to study 
from notes. (Click Here 
for a description of this 
technique). 

T h i s c h a r t i s 
another way to 
o r g a n i z e 
comparison and 
contrast; adapt it 
t o m e e t t h e 
needs of your 
class. (click here)!

Graphic organizer - A series of visual charts and 
tools used to represent and organize a student's 
knowledge or ideas. Graphic organizers are also 
sometimes referred to as knowledge maps, concept 
maps, story maps, cognitive organizers, advance 
organizers, or concept diagrams.What is the 
difference between a graphic organizer and an 
advance organizer? (aim.cast.org) !
Advance organizer - An advance organizer is not 
a summary or review of a previous lesson. It also 
doesn't provide a structure for the current lesson. 
Instead, it provides a structure for student thinking. It 
acts as a conceptual bridge from the old information 
to the new information. (study.com) 

Because you can’t call it a WORKSHEET 
when you are having a professional 
conversation about your lesson…

https://www.google.com/search?q=graphic+organizers&client=firefox-a&hs=Kr5&rls=org.mozilla:en-US:official&source=lnms&tbm=isch&sa=X&ei=tScwU9yFOIKGyQHLm4CICQ&ved=0CAkQ_AUoAQ&biw=1310&bih=911
http://aim.cast.org/learn/historyarchive/backgroundpapers/graphic_organizers#.VR6gYEippEI
http://www.docstoc.com/docs/132567756/compare-contrast-graphic-organizer
https://www.google.com/search?q=graphic+organizers&client=firefox-a&hs=Gc5&rls=org.mozilla:en-US:official&tbm=isch&tbo=u&source=univ&sa=X&ei=DyQwU7qZOMjAyAGTnIDYDQ&ved=0CC0QsAQ&biw=1310&bih=911#facrc=_&imgdii=_&imgrc=EWF_8eVc-LZyeM%253A%3B7MjQ1WMa0aqPrM%3Bhttp%253A%252F%252Fmrseconomousgrade2class.weebly.com%252Fuploads%252F1%252F3%252F9%252F8%252F13980022%252F2563392_orig.jpg%3Bhttp%253A%252F%252Fmrseconomousgrade2class.weebly.com%252Fstrategies.html%3B600%3B600
http://aim.cast.org/learn/historyarchive/backgroundpapers/graphic_organizers#.VR6lWUippEJ
http://study.com/academy/lesson/advanced-organizers-in-the-classroom-teaching-strategies-advantages.html
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.floridaufsd.org%2FPage%2F1154&h=0&w=0&tbnid=-EFYMaHSi6iLCM&tbnh=203&tbnw=248&zoom=1&docid=7xQfbbPml5bVCM&ei=aSQwU-mhO6LWyQGJuYHwAQ&ved=0CAIQsCUoAA
https://www.google.com/search?q=graphic+organizers&client=firefox-a&hs=Kr5&rls=org.mozilla:en-US:official&source=lnms&tbm=isch&sa=X&ei=tScwU9yFOIKGyQHLm4CICQ&ved=0CAkQ_AUoAQ&biw=1310&bih=911
http://aim.cast.org/learn/historyarchive/backgroundpapers/graphic_organizers#.VR6gYEippEI
http://greeceathena.wordpress.com/2013/04/02/revisiting-cornell-notes-an-effective-note-taking-method/
http://greeceathena.wordpress.com/2013/04/02/revisiting-cornell-notes-an-effective-note-taking-method/
http://www.docstoc.com/docs/132567756/compare-contrast-graphic-organizer
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.floridaufsd.org%2FPage%2F1154&h=0&w=0&tbnid=-EFYMaHSi6iLCM&tbnh=203&tbnw=248&zoom=1&docid=7xQfbbPml5bVCM&ei=aSQwU-mhO6LWyQGJuYHwAQ&ved=0CAIQsCUoAA
http://aim.cast.org/learn/historyarchive/backgroundpapers/graphic_organizers#.VR6lWUippEJ
http://study.com/academy/lesson/advanced-organizers-in-the-classroom-teaching-strategies-advantages.html
https://www.google.com/search?q=graphic+organizers&client=firefox-a&hs=Gc5&rls=org.mozilla:en-US:official&tbm=isch&tbo=u&source=univ&sa=X&ei=DyQwU7qZOMjAyAGTnIDYDQ&ved=0CC0QsAQ&biw=1310&bih=911#facrc=_&imgdii=_&imgrc=EWF_8eVc-LZyeM%253A%3B7MjQ1WMa0aqPrM%3Bhttp%253A%252F%252Fmrseconomousgrade2class.weebly.com%252Fuploads%252F1%252F3%252F9%252F8%252F13980022%252F2563392_orig.jpg%3Bhttp%253A%252F%252Fmrseconomousgrade2class.weebly.com%252Fstrategies.html%3B600%3B600


P la t fo r ms  fo r  Online Teaching and Learning !
Schoology - 4th and 5th grade special ed teacher Mary Lynch 
describes Schoology as, “Facebook for schools.” However, it is 
closed and monitored, and students under 13 need permission to 
use this resource that functions much like Blackboard !
Edmodo - Marcia Simmons from Cinco Ranch High School in Katy, 
Texas likes the social networking appeal of Edmodo. Their iPhone 
app and ease of use increases the relevance of the public school in 
the eyes of students !
Moodle High School English teacher, Cynthia Bassani says Moodle 
is a great format for classroom organization, short quizzes, and 
journal writing. She stated, “Students who struggle with writing 
often increase their fluency through keyboard writing.” !
Google Drive Bassani said, “Google apps for education is 
fantastic! Students are using it now for their research papers. I have 
them create folders in Google Drive and share them with me. Each 
document they create is automatically shared with me.” They use 
Google Drive for teacher feedback as well as peer editing. !
ClassDojo  A classroom management tool providing students and 
parents with customizable feedback that is delivered in real time. 
Class Dojo comes complete with free classroom resources and 
ample student choice.  

Other Helpful Links !
Google Apps for Education !
Blended Learning and Technology in the 
Classroom Blog !
Blooms with technology    !
Apps to help students improve writing skills !
Apps for struggling readers and writers !
Prezi “zooming” presentations for enhancing 
engagement in note delivery !
Glogster - a social network of graphics blogs 
(glogs) - users can make interactive posters using 
videos and music. !
50 Great Apps for Teachers - Washington Post 
article highlighting 50 Apps for teachers featured 
in Scholastic Instructor magazine. Like Scholastic’s 
Facebook page for teachers for regular updates.  !
Edutopia - 5 Fantastic, Fast, Formative 
Assessment Tools !
What CanTechnology Do for Tomorrow’s Children 
- Secretary Arne Duncan 

Technology in the classroom is only 
beneficial if it is used to positively 
impact learning. Kids are inundated with 
devices and apps; thus requir ing 
educators to make strong pedagogical 
choices with the technology we use so that 
it is less about screen time and more about 
learning.   
 This page is jam-packed with 
ideas and apps to explore as you 
prepare for your next two weeks and for 
whatever Fall brings your way. Two pieces 
of advice to consider are as follows:  
1) Remember that using technology is 

necessary for 21st century teaching 
and learning, but it is only valuable 
when it is used to positively impact 
learning.  

2) Really know the ins and outs of any 
app, software, or tech tool before you 
add it into your plans or your 
classroom routine. 

Using Technology to Target Growth and Improve Learning

Use technology in a more engaging way by seeking resources that help you 
increase rigor and critical thought. Check out this version of Bloom’s Taxonomy 
for iPads and search for others too! (click here for the above image and here for 
a google search of similar images).

http://langwitches.org/blog/2011/08/21/blooms-taxonomy-and-ipad-apps/
https://www.google.com/search?q=bloom%27s+taxonomy+ipad&sa=X&biw=1564&bih=882&tbm=isch&imgil=xetXkUYHROKRnM%253A%253BqxWPwNd1YHaS1M%253Bhttp%25253A%25252F%25252Flangwitches.org%25252Fblog%25252F2011%25252F08%25252F21%25252Fblooms-taxonomy-and-ipad-apps%25252F&source=iu&pf=m&fir=xetXkUYHROKRnM%253A%252CqxWPwNd1YHaS1M%252C_&usg=__IlrFIx0oMxQ8npHG-SgVa0QV_ic%3D&ved=0CCkQyjc&ei=eZk2Va2QN4bhsASjxYEo#imgrc=_
https://www.google.com/enterprise/apps/education/benefits.html
http://catlintucker.com/
http://catlintucker.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/04/Blooms-with-notes.png
http://www.readingrockets.org/teaching/reading101/writing/literacyapps_writing
http://www.teachthought.com/apps-2/50-popular-ipad-apps-for-struggling-readers-writers/
https://prezi.com/
http://edu.glogster.com/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/answer-sheet/wp/2015/04/08/50-great-apps-for-teachers/
https://www.facebook.com/ScholasticTeachers
http://www.edutopia.org/blog/5-fast-formative-assessment-tools-vicki-davis
https://medium.com/bright/what-can-technology-do-for-tomorrow-s-children-3357831990c7
https://www.google.com/enterprise/apps/education/benefits.html
http://catlintucker.com/
http://catlintucker.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/04/Blooms-with-notes.png
http://www.readingrockets.org/teaching/reading101/writing/literacyapps_writing
http://www.teachthought.com/apps-2/50-popular-ipad-apps-for-struggling-readers-writers/
https://prezi.com/
http://edu.glogster.com/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/answer-sheet/wp/2015/04/08/50-great-apps-for-teachers/
https://www.facebook.com/ScholasticTeachers
http://www.edutopia.org/blog/5-fast-formative-assessment-tools-vicki-davis
https://medium.com/bright/what-can-technology-do-for-tomorrow-s-children-3357831990c7
https://www.schoology.com/learning-management-system.php
https://www.edmodo.com/about
http://docs.moodle.org/26/en/About_Moodle
http://www.google.com/drive/apps.html
https://www.classdojo.com/resources/
https://www.schoology.com/learning-management-system.php
https://www.edmodo.com/about
http://docs.moodle.org/26/en/About_Moodle
http://www.google.com/drive/apps.html
https://www.classdojo.com/resources/
http://langwitches.org/blog/2011/08/21/blooms-taxonomy-and-ipad-apps/
https://www.google.com/search?q=bloom%27s+taxonomy+ipad&sa=X&biw=1564&bih=882&tbm=isch&imgil=xetXkUYHROKRnM%253A%253BqxWPwNd1YHaS1M%253Bhttp%25253A%25252F%25252Flangwitches.org%25252Fblog%25252F2011%25252F08%25252F21%25252Fblooms-taxonomy-and-ipad-apps%25252F&source=iu&pf=m&fir=xetXkUYHROKRnM%253A%252CqxWPwNd1YHaS1M%252C_&usg=__IlrFIx0oMxQ8npHG-SgVa0QV_ic%3D&ved=0CCkQyjc&ei=eZk2Va2QN4bhsASjxYEo#imgrc=_

